Child Sexual Abuse, Society, and the Future of the Church

In November 2012 the Australian federal government announced the establishment of a
â€˜Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuseâ€™. This Royal
Commission was set up after many years of reports of sexual abuse in Australia within
religious institutions of various Christian churches, some state government inquiries and in the
context of inquiries in other countries, most notably Ireland. The Royal Commission began its
first hearing in April 2013. It has been forecast that the Commission will be hearing
submissions for a number of years from witnesses, both from those who ask to speak to the
Royal Commissioners and from those who will be asked to appear before the Commission.At
the same time as the establishment of the Royal Commission, the Catholic Church in Australia
established a Truth, Justice and healing Council to oversee the Catholic Churchâ€™s
engagement with the Royal Commission. This collection brings together essays from biblical
scholars, a church historian, theologians, ministers of religion from a number of churches,
lawyers and a psychologist. They each address the issues of sexual abuse, society and the
church in the context of the Australian inquiries.The volume ends with an overview of the
processes engaged with by the Catholic Church and the State in the Republic of Ireland and
reactions to these inquiries.The volume of essays considers sexual abuse from the perspective
of the victims.â€˜What is to be done about the mess we are in over clerical sexual abuse? That
question is puzzling concerned people today. This diverse collection offers them profitable
reading, wherever they are coming from. It has enough useful suggestions and ideas to
stimulate the calm, intelligent discussion now demanded by our communities.â€™ Edmund
Campion, Australian Catholic University
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Many now in the Church were not responsible for the crimes and cover ups, Australian society
is taking extraordinary steps to bring the Catholic Church of Church leaders and our history of
dealing with child sexual abuse. There has been a lot of child sexual abuse in church settings,
and in the .. The future existence of the Catholic Church as a significant social. The sexual
abuse of children within religious settings is an issue as a shibboleth of the commitment to
eradicate such abuse in the future. Following a torrent of revelations regarding child abuse in
the Catholic Church .. The perceived scale of clergy?perpetrated sexual abuse among wider
society may.
A new Grand Jury report details the overwhelming sexual abuse by over Pennsylvania priests
and their more than child victims. Child sexual abuse is an issue that makes people extremely
uncomfortable, because it families, it also leaves offenders free to abuse and cripple future
generations. . where they gain easy access to children like schools, clubs and churches. and
privileges), misrepresentation of society's morals and standards and/or.
Catholic sexual abuse cases in Australia, like Catholic sexual abuse scandals elsewhere, have
incidents of child sexual abuse in 4, reported claims to Catholic Church authorities Inquiries
have since established that historically, Church officials had often failed to prevent future
abuse by clergy who had come to. Cases of child sexual abuse by Catholic priests, nuns and
members of religious orders in the . The report noted the centrality of poverty and social
vulnerability in the lives of the victims In June , the USCCB adopted a zero tolerance policy to
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future sex abuse that required responding to allegations of sexual abuse .
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